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November 1, 1945. 


Mr. Albert B, Chandler 
Carew tower Seftes 1, 
355 North Michigan, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 


Dear Mr. Chandler; \ AN He ABAS IR, A 


> tee nt Beas CONTI to write you concerning 
a rey NORE Se which has arisen rin the pae which vitally affects the future of 


Negro Organized Baseball, 


e 


At the time I met you at Griffith ein in September, we talked ‘briefly of some 
pt ASE recent developments cause me to write this letter. 


if . 2 


Player >Kensas City Monarchs--a member of the Negro American 
League--was signed to a contract to play baseball for Montreal-of the International 
League, a farm of the Er National League club» - 

Fr, aba 

During the past few weeks, players of the fesreyiabiom mue have been approached 
by men who claim they aré$ connected with the Brooklyn National Learns Baseball Club and 
asked to go to the Brooklyn Club's office at Ebbetts=— eli, Brooklyn, N. Y, 


One player, John Wright, a pitcher for the Homestead Grays in 1941-42-43, wes in 
the armed forces in 1944 and 1945. Ia-1945, he was at the Brooklyn Navy Yardbut-mas, 
en Sselary end-pitched for theHomestead Grays when off duty. 


These players have been told of the possibility of their entrance into white organized 
baseball if they either sign a contract to play with a farm team of Brooklyn or play with 
a Negro team called the Brook clyn Brown Dodgers, a team which is in no manner connected 
with Negro Organized oe ee 
The Negro National Leagues had. 4 constitutiong keeps minutes of their meetings and 
hag, playerg contracts just the same as any baseball league of white Organized Baseball. 


I am certain that the Negro American (ego BORA Loser the same manner, inasmuch 
as we have Me ee between the-Negro onal o League 


just as the National League and Anerieán Lengue have ga national agreement. pi. 
Be ds our contracts. The one sheet contf: t wes) dravm up in a 


short form orce discipline, but it stipulates precticall 7 
densed f at is onbraceg-in white Organized Baseball corftracts 
SA 
Ray co ract was tested before Common Pleas Court Judge Marshall of Allegheny 
County, Pennsylvania in 1941 in a cases Homestead Grays vs . Josh Gibson, a catcher, 
who had jumped his contract to play baseball in Mexico. The Homestead Grays were 
awarded a verdict of $10,000. damages. 


The contract now in use is almost an exact duplica xte of the white National cad e 
contracte 


> E 
Y nte 
We are not en the signing oe m oreto ther player = 
getieescitcerro Basébati. rotestias tr so in which he wes signed. , 


S Sag, ae T Hs 


U ITTRY. 


THOMAS T. WILSON, President C. W. POSEY, Secretary 
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We foel that the clubs of Organized Hogro Baseball who have gone to so much 
pense to develop players and establish teams and leagues, should be approached, 
ona deals made between olubs involved, even though Negro Organized Basebali is not 

a part of white Orgañizod Busebali. 


eS 


That is the only wey in which we ean be assured that Negro Organized Pasebel1 
can continue to operate. 


I have taken this matter up with fir, Clark Griffith of the re beg! smetioan 
League Club und ir. Sam Bators, van Presidom of The Pittsburgh National League Baso- 
ball: pag - Both nun A apy sg eget e 1 ave we por o viowpoi int that pag r 5 of our aa 


The Negro National League is holding a meeting at the Theresa Hotel, 125th St. 
et Seventh Avonuos in Hew Yor: City on | Friday, November 9, 1945 at 1 Ps ie 


i have been asked by our mexbers to invite you to attend this meeting ss since it 
is for the specific purpose of | the present situation concerning thor al: aing 
of Segro Or Organised Baseball club a by white Organized Baseball Clubs, osy eielly the 
Brooklyn National league Clube 


Frosident de Be Martin of the Negro 4merican League will attend this meeting. 


Due to illness, our President Thomas Te Wilson will not be present, but he is 
in accord with our actions. 


Very truly yours, 


Q, W Gray 


Ge ls Posey, Hu 
BZGRO HATI INGA. LBAGUS 


Sige Be 13th ATV A yy 
Homestead, I 


